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“I think it is a miracle. You see it in the letters we are getting from parents. One mother told us that her son had a heart condition and could not play regular sports, but that he loved archery. I would do it just for that one kid, and we are doing it for hundreds of thousands of kids. This program has changed lives.”—Matt McPherson, Founder/CEO Mathews Inc.

Articles about and statistics on the incredibly successful National Archery in the Schools Program are certainly interesting, but they fail to tell the entire story. Maybe the most important part of the story. And that is the impact that his program is having on individuals and families.

To get to the heart of NASP, one must ask those parents, kids, volunteers and teachers who have been touched directly by the program. Kentucky was the first state to implement NASP. Here’s is a sampling of the reactions from that state:

“It is such a joy to see kids learning, developing skills, getting involved, and having fun. There is absolutely no down-side to this program. Any school not offering this to their children is missing a golden opportunity.”—Rich Prewitt, principal, Whitley County Middle School.

“My kids love it. They were so excited on the way home from our last competition. I was very proud of them. They are already asking about next year.”—Lisa Walters, teacher, East Hardin.

“I’ve never had so much fun coaching a sport in an educational setting in my 20-plus years of teaching. I feel we reach the students academically, socially, emotionally, mentally and physically.”—Tina Davis, athletic director and teacher, Trigg County Middle School.

“My experience with the Genesis bow has been great. It is truly a cutting edge idea in the archery industry. I can shoot the Genesis bow and then immediately give it to an 80-pound, fourth-grader.”—Rex Rader, archery instructor, Casey County schools. 

With NASP now in 40 US states and Australia.  More states and countries planning to implement it in 2006/2007, we’re sure to be receiving a lot more excited e-mails and letters from across the country and Australia! 

To contribute to the National Archery in the Schools Program, please contact us at 2035 Riley Rd., Sparta, WI  54656 or call (608) 269-0832 or visit www.archeryintheschools.org. Contributions to the National Archery in the Schools Program Inc, a 501-C3 nonprofit corporation are fully tax-deductible.

